Nursing  emergency! 

by  Heather  Lajoie 

A  college's  best  chance  of  insuring  a  dynamic  environment  that  is  ever- 
changing  to  meet  students'  needs  lies  in  its  ability  to  foster  productive  com- 
munication between  the  student  body  and  the  staff.  By  doing  so,  students 
are  able  to  advocate  for  themselves  and  professors  are  able  to  determine 
what  the  students  needs  are.  This  is  why  organizations  like  SGA  are  so 
invaluable. 

However,  though  the  SGA  provides  excellent  leadership  to  the  general 
student  population  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  negotiate  the  stu- 
dent/teacher collaborations  that  must  take  place  within  every  major.  There- 
fore many  majors  have  developed  student  associations  that  work  with  the 
SGA  but  possess  a  certain  amount  of  autonomy  allowing  them  to  address 
the  issues  specific  to  their  particular  department.  The  Nursing  Students 
Association  is  an  example  of  such  a  group. 

In  the  past  year  the  NSA  has  become  all  but  forgotten.  So  profound  was 
the  neglect  that  the  organization  has  lost  its  2000-20001  funding  and  many 
underclassmen  were  unaware  that  it  even  existed.  In  any  major  the  loss  of 
such  a  resource  would  be  upsetting,  but  in  the  nursing  department  it  id 
downright  depressing! 

We  as  nursing  students  have  the  unique  opportunity  of  having  access  to 
a  staff  that  is  deeply  interested  in  working  with  us  to  provide  the  best  pos- 
sible program,  but  without  a  formal  body  to  present  our  needs  and  con- 
cerns, the  majority  of  our  efforts  will  not  come  to  fruition. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  voice  my  opinion  that  nursing  students  should 
again  come  together  as  a  group  and  build  a  strong  NSA.  It  is  out  responsi- 
bility to  shape  our  education  to  maximize  the  benefits  for  those  who  will 
come  after  us  as  well  as  ourselves. 

Please  come  to  one  of  the  meetings  you  will  soon  see  posted  on  your 
boards.  Your  opinions  and  ideas  are  priceless  and  they  might  just  make  the 
difference  between  a  program  that  is  merely  alright,  and  one  that  you  are 
truly  proud  to  be  a  part  of. 

COVER  STORY 

Recently,  a  girl  stopped  by  the  office  to  say  that  while  she  admired  the 
recent  covers  of  the  paper,  she  wished  I  would  credit  the  artists/subjects.  I 
hadn't  as  I  figured  that  if  someone  really  didn't  know  (even  if  they  should), 
they  could  come  to  the  office  and  ask  or  talk  to  one  of  the  fine  members  of 
the  Art  Department  on  campus.  It  seemed  a  bit  nit-picky  to  me. 

Then  I  got  my  second  visitor.  Outraged,  she  stormed  into  the  Point  office 
demanding  to  know  why  we  put  a  picture  of  Hitler  on  the  last  cover  of  the 
paper.  After  gently  explaining  who  the  picture  actually  was  and  pointing 
out  the  difference  between  styles  of  moustaches,  I  sent  her  on  her  well- 
intentioned  way  as  I  felt  an  editorial  coming  on...  However,  I  have  given 
up  smarmy  sarcasm  for  Lent  so  instead,  to  prevent  further  confusion,  I  am 
providing  a  quick  run  down  of  the  covers  from  this  semester: 
Issue  #1  -  Glass  Tears  by  Man  Ray;  Issue  #2  -  a  collage  in  celebration  of 
Black  History  Month  with  images  of  MLK,  Malcolm  X,  Sojurner  Truth, 
Rosa  Parks,  Huey  P.  Newton,  Bobby  Seale  and  others  (if  you  don't  know 
who  they  are,  you  are  part  of  the  problem);  Issue  #3  -  The  Kiss  by  Gustav 
Klimt;  Issue  #4  -  Three  Worlds  by  M.  C.  Escher;  Issue  #5  -  a  Mardi  Gras 
parade  on  Bourbon  Street;  the  other  Issue  #5  (don't  ask)  -  Salvador  Dali 
(NOT  HITLER!!!)  Issue  #7  -  F.  T.  Marinetti  (founder  of  the  Futurism). 

I'm  glad  we  had  this  chance  to  talk.  Now  go  read  a  book. 
James  Sposato 
Editor-in-Chief 
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by  TOM  TOMORROW 
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IT'S    8££M   FUN,    FEUAS-- 6UT   I'VE   60TTA   6£T  SACK 
TO  TH£    FUTURE  AND  START  COTTIM'  TAX££  AND 
SP£NDIN'  TH£  SURPLUS  AND  ALL  THAT  OfX£fl 
STUfF   MR.   ROVE   AND   MR.   CH£M£Y  WANT  M£   TO   DO.' 


LIKE    X   TOLD   JOMN   M'CAlN- 
TtC   PAST  IS   OVER! 


GeNTLeM£Ny    X   fIND   IT  MOST   WORRISOME   THAT  OUR 
DESCENDANTS  WILL   ONE   DA*  SEE   fIT  TO  ELECT  SUCH 
A   MAN  AS    THAT  TO  THE    HIGHEST   Office    IN  OUR 
LAND. 


I  YES— PERHAPS  OUR  DEDICATION  TO 
THE  IDEAL  Of  SELF-GOVERNANCE 
HAS  SEEN   MISGUIDED  FROM    ITS 

\  INCEPTION. 


DO  NOT  DESPAIR,  MY  FELLOW  DELEGATES.'  WE  NEED 
ONLY  INCORPORATE  INTO  OUR  CONSTITUTION  A  SYSTEM 
Of  PRESIDENTIAL  SELECTION  WHICH  WILL  PROTECT  OUR 
POSTERITY  FROM  THEIR  OWN  POOR  JUOGMEHT-- 


~T7f£ 

ELECTORAL] 
COLLEGE!! 


AND  WITH  ITS  ADOPTION.  WE  WILL 
ASSUREDLY  PREVENT  THE  PRES- 
IDENCY Of  THIS  BUSH  LAD.'.' 
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I  THANK  THE  DEtTf 
WE  WERE  THUSLY 
\foREWARNE0! 
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does  SOMEONE  YOU  KNOW  belong  to  an  EVIL  CULT  ? 


ARE  PEOPLE  ALWAYS  ASKING 
WORSHIPPERS  FOR  MONEY? 


DO  MEMBERS  CAUSE 
THEMSELVES  PHYSICAL  HARM? 


AWAY  VMS  CENT  WV  DUN- 
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G«M«MrttNT.APPWWE£>  Ttt- 
t«M?T  HWSE  OF  WORSHIP/^ 


YW  WWT  TO  CHOP  0?F 
WY  WW'S  FORtSKlN?? 


ARE  MEMBERS  FORCED  TO 

SEGREGATE  THEMSELVES  FROM 

THE  REST  Of  SOCIETY? 
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Student  Health  Services 
reminds  all  full  time  stu- 
dents that  you  need  to  have 
complete  medical  files  on 
record  with  our  office 
before  registration  to  avoid 
a  hold  being  placed  on  your 
account.  With  this  hold, 
you  will  be  unable  to  regis- 
ter for  fall  classes.  If  you 
have  any  question  as  to 
whether  your  record  is 
complete  or  not,  please  call 
Healt  h  Services  at  3216  or 
stop  by  our  office  in  the 
Anthony  Building.  Thank 
you  for  your  cooperation 
with  this  state  and  college 
requirement. 


The  Seats  Available  List 
for  all  undergraduate 
day  courses  for  Fall 
Semester  2001  is  now 
available  exclusively  on 
the  World  Wide  Web. 
Students  will  no  longer 
receive  Seats  Available 
Lists  in  their  mailboxes. 
Please  go  to 

www.  fsc.edu/~registrar/ 
beginning  next  week  to 
see  what  courses  are 
being  offered  this  fall! 
If  you  do  not  have 
access  to  the  World 
Wide  Web  you  may 
contact  the  Office  of  the 
Registrar. 


Career  Services  Workshops 


Resume/Cover  Letter  Writing 

The  resume  is  the  basic  tool  of  your  job  hunt.  A  basic  "how  to"  develop 
resume  workshop  that  will  get  you  an  interview. 
Wednesday  March    21  12:00  noon-  1:00 p.m. 

Thursday  March  22  5:00 p.m.  -  6:00 p.m. 

Interviewing  Preparation  and  Practice 

Once  the  resume  gets  you  in  the  door,  learn  the  do's  and  don'ts  of  the 
interview  process. 

Thursday  April         12         2:00 p.m.  -     3:00 p.m. 

Thursday  April        12  5:00 p.m.  -     6:00p.m. 

How  to  "Work"  A  Career  Fair 

Learn  how  to  effectively  network  and  market  your  skills  during  a  job  fair. 
Make  the  most  of  your  contacts  and  use  the  fairs  to  obtain  valuable  infor- 
mation and  opportunities. 

Thursday  March  22  11:00  a.m.  -  12:00  noon 

Thursday  4pril  12  3:30 p.m..  -  4:30 p.m. 

Job  Search  Over  the  Internet , 

Learn  to  pound  the  keyboard  rather  than  the  pavement.  This  workshop 
will  show  you  how  to  best  utilize  the  many  resources  on  the  Web. 

Tuesday  April  24  11:00  a.m.  -  12:00  noon 

Thursday  April  26  3:30p.m.  -    4:30p.m. 

*Worcester  Consortium  Career  Expo  (COWC)  -  Worcester 
Centrum 

Speak  with  representatives  from  over  100  local  and  national  companies. 

Bring  resumes  and  dress  for  success. 

Tuesday  March  27  2:00 p.m.  —  5:00 p.m. 

MERC  Conference  Prep  Meeting  -  Mandatory 

All  students  planning  on  attending  the  MERC  conference  must  come  to 
this  mandatory  workshop.  If  you  cannot,  you  must  schedule  an  appoint- 
ment with  a  Career  Services  Counselor. 

Tuesday  April  3  12:00 p.m.  -  12:45 p.m. 

Thursday  April  5  5:15p.m.-    6:00p.m. 

*MERC  Conference  Bayside  Expo  Conference  Center 

This  conference  is  for  senior  education  majors.  Over  18  states  are  repre- 
senting 150  nationwide  school  systems.  Must  attend  mandatory  meeting 
in  Career  Services  (see  above). 

Wednesday  April  18  8:00  a.m.  -  6:00 p.m. 

Thursday  April  19  8:00  a.m.  -  6:00 p.m. 

Job  Hunting  With  A  Disability 

How  does  your  viable  or  hidden  disability  affect  your  job  hunt?  What 
rights  do  you  have?  Should  you  disclose?  How  can  you  help  a  prospec- 
tive employer  understand  your  needs?  What  accommodations  do  you 
require?  What  strategies  and  resources  can  you  use  to  compete  in  the  job 
market?  Come  to  our  special  workshop  and  take  some  time  to  think 
about  your  career  and  how  your  disability  will  impact  it. 
Tuesday  April  24  3:30 p.m.  -  5:00 p.m. 


All  Workshops,  except  *COWC  and  *MERC  are  in  the  Career  Services  Library,  which 
is  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Hammond  Building.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  feel  free  to  contact  Career  Services  at  978-665-3151. 


Illlio  gets  the  hill? 

by  The  Renaissance  Man 

Greetings  loyal  readers  of  the  Point.  It  is  I,  the  Renaissance  Man,  with 
more  news,  questions  and  opinions.  The  topic  of  today's  story  is  the  cam- 
paign reform  bill  proposed  by  Sen.  John  McCain  (R)  and  Sen.  Russ  Fein- 
gold  (D).  The  main  focus  of  the  bill  is  to  stop  the  distribution  of  "soft 
money"  to  political  parties.  F.Y.I.-  The  term  "Soft  Money"  refers  to  unlim- 
ited contributions  given  to  political  parties.  Other  stipulations  of  the  bill 
would  be  "a  greater  disclosure  requirement"  and  "restriction  on  advertise- 
ment from  outside  groups".  My  questions  to  the  proposal  of  this  bill  is: 
What  are  the  motives  of  both  senators  in  proposing  a  bill  that  stops  funds 
that  help  strengthen  and  build  the  parties  they  belong  to?  Are  they  trying  to 
set  an  example  be  the  first  to  form  a  successful  Republican  and  Democrat- 
ic alliance? 

The  president  takes  a  different  stance  on  the  issue.  President  Bush  pro- 
poses a  ban,  but  only  on  "soft  money"  given  by  corporations  and  unions. 
Along  with  the  ban,  Bush  wants  the  bill  to  "mandate  a  choice  for  union 
members  on  whether  their  dues  can  be  diverted  to  political  candidates".  My 
inquiring  mind  wants  to  know:  Is  Bush  trying  to  divide  the  unions?  In 
essence  Bush  is  testing  the  loyalty  of  the  union  members  and  their  lead- 
ership. By  giving  the  union  members  the  choice,  some  of  the  establish- 
ment's power  is  stripped  away.  This  would  not  be  surprising  being  that  the 
Republican  party  has  a  history  of  going  against  the  unions. 

Senate  Majority  Whip  Don  Nickles  has  an  interesting  proposal.  He 
proposes  that  the  bill  "limit  soft  money  contributions,  but  raise  the  cap  on 
how  much  donors  could  contribute  to  candidates."  Would  it  be  to  far- 
fetched if  I  guessed  that  the  second  part  of  Nickles'  proposal  was  part  of 
the  underlying  motive  in  the  proposal  of  this  bill?  I  ask  that  question 
because  of  the  regulations  already  in  place  regarding  soft  money  contribu- 
tions are  not  supposed  help  individual  candidates.  Nickles  proposal  would 
almost  eliminate  the  party  and  with  funds  received  directly  give  the  weak- 
est candidate  some  type  of  fighting  chance  in  the  political  arena.  What  part 
does  the  average  citizen  with  no  "soft  money"  contributions  have  to  play  in 
the  legislative  decision  making  process?  Will  only  those  people,  organiza- 
tions, corporations,  and  other  powerful  economic  agencies  be  the  only  ones 
able  to  influence  government  policy  and  bill  decisions? 

Senator  Fred  Thompson,  the  Republican  from  Tennessee  sums  it  up 
best  for  me:  "I  think  more  people  are  realizing  the  fundamental  issue 
here,"he  said.  "That  is,  we  are  going  from  a  small-dollar  system,  where  the 
average  person  can  participate,  to  a  huge  dollar  system,  where  you're  not  a 
player  anymore  unless  you're  dealing  in  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lar increments." 


$10/hr  GUARANTEED 

Work  on  campus  F/T  or 
P/T  for  as  little  as  5-10 
hrs/wk  or  as  many  as  40 
hrs/wk.  Be  your  own 
boss.  Create  your  own 
schedule.  Limited  posi- 
tions. Call  1  800  808 
7442  x  80 


FRATERNITIES  -  CLUBS 

SORORITIES 

STUDENT  GROUPS 

Earn  $1,000  -  $2,000  this 
semester  with  the  easy  Cam- 
pusfundraiser.com  three  hour 
fund  raising  event.  No  direct 
sales  required.  Fundraising 
dates  are  filling  quickly,  so  call 
today!  Contact  campu- 
fundraiser.com  at  888  923 
3238  or  visit  campusfundrais- 
er.com 


FINANCIAL  AIDS 


TAX  CUTS 


STUDENT  LOANS 


Welcome  back  to  school!  It's 
quite  a  shock  to  return  from  a  relax- 
ing spring  break  and  jump  into  the 
second  half  of  a  hectic  semester. 
Perhaps  you're  not  ready  to  dive 
into  that  enormous  pile  of  seminar 
reading  just  yet,  but  on  January  1  of 
this  year  a  new  Massachusetts  state 
law  went  into  effect  that  will  make 
the  lives  of  students  a  little  easier. 

The  Student  Loan  Tax  Cut  allows 
individuals  to  deduct  1 00%  of  the 
interest  paid  on  undergraduate  stu- 
dent loans  on  their  state  tax  return. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  State 
Senator  Cheryl  A.  Jacques,  Repre- 
sentative Brian  Knuuttila  and  their 
colleagues  in  the  Legislature,  Mass- 
achusetts is  the  first  state  in  the 
nation  to  offer  a  deduction  for  the 
full  amount  of  interest  paid  on  stu- 
dent loans  for  the  life  of  the  loan. 

According  to  the  Nellie  Mae 
Foundation,  over  50%  of  all  Massa- 
chusetts students  attending  higher 
education  institutions  are  borrowing 
during  their  undergraduate  or  gradu- 
ate years  to  pay  for  college.  A  recent 
Nellie  Mae  study  demonstrated  that 
average  borrowing  by  undergradu- 
ate students  in  Massachusetts 
increased  from  $8,200  in  1991  to 
$12,700  in  1997.  16%  of  the  under- 
graduate students  in  the  survey  bor- 
rowed more  for  their  undergraduate 
education  than  they  currently  earn. 

To  compound  the  problem,  col- 
lege costs  have  increased  1 50  to  200 
percent  at  public  and  private  institu- 
tions nationally  between  1981  and 
1994,  outpacing  inflation  by  more 
than  250%.  During  this  same  peri- 
od, grant  and  scholarship  aid 
decreased,  causing  students  from 
lower  and  middle  income  back- 
grounds to  rely  on  student  loans  to 
cover  a  much  greater  proportion  of 
tuition  costs  than  at  any  other  time 
in  the  50  year  history  of  the  student 
financial  aid  programs. 

Massachusetts  residents  with  stu- 
dent loans  indicated  that  they  paid 
anywhere  between  8%  and  20%  of 
their  monthly  take  home  pay 
towards  their  student  loans. 

In  a  study  conducted  by  the  Edu- 
cation Resources  Institute,  19%  of 


student  loan  borrowers  surveyed 
said  their  student  loans  were  more 
than  75%  of  their  household  debt: 
17%  said  that  their  monthly  student 
loan  payment  is  higher  than  their 
rent  or  mortgage  payment. 

"This  tax  cut  to  help  families 
afford  college  makes  an  important 
statement  about  how  much  Massa- 
chusetts is  willing  to  help  our  young 
people  obtain  a  college  education," 
said  Senator  Jacques. 

"The  higher  cost  of  a  college  edu- 
cation has  caused  a  generation  of 
students  and  their  parents  to  go 
deeply  into  debt.  This  tax  cut  makes 
Massachusetts  the  first  state  in 
America  to  provide  a  100%  deduc- 
tion for  interest  on  student  loans. 
This  $6  million  break  will  make 
higher  education  more  affordable 
and  accessible  to  Massachusetts  res- 
idents, while  creating  economic 
growth  through  the  development  of 
a  highly-trained  work 
force" 

"Other  states 
have  natural 
resources 
which 
allow 
them 
to  be 
com- 
peti- 
tive 
in  the 
global 
econo 
m  y  , 
said  Rep 
resentative 
Brian  Knuut 
tila  (D-Gard 
ner).  "Here  in 
Massachusetts  our  most 
important  resource  is  the  minds  of 
our  young  people.  Our  competitive 
advantage  is  that  we  have  the  most 
highly  trained  workforce  in  the 
world  to  support  the  industries  lead- 
ing the  economy  into  the  next  centu- 
ry. The  Student  Loan  Tax  Cut  will 
ensure  that  young  people  have  the 
opportunity  to  pursue  higher  educa- 
tion and  keep  Massachusetts  com- 
petitive today  and  in  the  future." 


MassPIRG  Report  Finds  Students 
Underestimating  Impact  of  Student 
Loan  Debt  Despite  the  fact  that  stu- 
dents are  going  deeper  and  deeper  in 
to  debt  each  year  to  pay  for  college, 
nearly  8  out  of  10  students  do  not 
have  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
implications  of  the  debt  they  take 
on,  according  to  a  report  released 
today  by  the  State  PIRGs'  Higher 
Education  Project. 

Analysis  from  the  General 
Accounting  Office  found  that  over  a 
three  year  period,  the  numbers  of 
students  graduating  with  debt  over 
$20,000  nearly  doubled.  At  the 
same  time,  the  PIRG  survey  of 
1,012  currently  enrolled  student 
borrowers  showed  that  78  percent  of 
students  underestimate  the  long- 
term  cost  of  their  student  loans  and 
will  graduate  with  an  average  of 
$4,846  more  in  debt  than  they 
expected.  Freshman,  sophomore 
and  low  income  students 
showed  the  greatest 
risk  of  falling  in 
to  the  trap  of 
growing 
debt. 

"In 
this 
econ- 
omy, 
a 

col- 
lege 
edu- 
cation 
is  the 
best 
invest- 
ment you 
can  make  in 
your  future,"  said 
Brian  Hoffner,  campus 
organizer  for  Masspirg.  "But  with 
big  loans  come  big  problems.  Stu- 
dents do  not  understand  and  are  not 
prepared  for  the  total  cost  of  those 
loans  that  they  need  to  pay  for  col- 
lege," he  continued.  Although 
many  students  continue  to  face 
unmet  need  even  after  available 
financial  aid,  this  report  suggests 
that  they  are  not  prepared  to  take  on 
more  debt  to  pay  for  college.  Stu- 


dents, especially  those  in  their  first 
and  second  years,  are  borrowing 
without  an  understanding  of  the 
consequences  of  their  debt,  and 
larger  debt  only  compounds  the 
problem. 

For  students,  loans  can  be  a  dou- 
ble-edged sword.  On  one  hand,  they 
can  open  the  doors  to  a  college  edu- 
cation. On  the  other  hand  they  can 
turn  the  dream  of  a  college  educa- 
tion into  a  nightmare  of  debt. 
Underestimating  the  cost  of  that 
loan  in  repayment  can  have  serious 
consequences  when  it  comes  time  to 
repay  the  loan.  Students  may  not  be 
able  to  take  the  job  they  want  or 
were  educated  to  pursue.  If  they  do 
end  up  in  their  chosen  field,  they 
may  end  up  with  payments  far 
beyond  what  they  are  able  to  pay. 

The  survey  also  found  that 
younger  students  and  students  with 
larger  loans  tended  to  be  both  more 
likely  to  underestimate  the  total  cost 
of  their  borrowing,  and  to  underesti- 
mate it  by  a  larger  amount.  This 
means  that  the  most  vulnerable  stu- 
dents are  exposed  to  the  greatest  risk 
of  "sticker  shock"  after  graduation. 
We  are  particularly  concerned  about 
the  fact  that  larger  borrowers  are 
more 

vulnerable  because  recent  analysis 
of  Department  of  Education  data  by 
the  American  Council  on  Education 
found  that  bigger  loans  are  more 
often  the  reality  of  lower  income 
students. 

The  large  number  of  students 
who  underestimate  the  cost  of  bor- 
rowing, and  the  fact  that  the  prob- 
lems are  bigger  for  poorer  and 
younger  students  should  be  a  signif- 
icant concern  for  policy  makers, 
educators,  students  and  parents. 
The  MassPIRG  report  outlines 
some  common  practices  that  are  rec- 
ommended by  the  loan  industry  that 
should  serve  as  a  consumer  guide  to 
borrowing.  It  is  important  that  stu- 
dents and  parents  are  as  prepared  as 
possible  for  how  to  borrow  wisely. 
These  recommendations  are  in  our 
report,  are  available  on  our  web  site: 
Continued  on  page  11 
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PROFESSIONAL 


Health  Services  for  Women 

nd  Their  Partners 


#  Gyn/Breast  Exams 

#  Free  Mammograms  &  Pap  Tests  for  uninsured  women  over  40 

#  Low  Cost  Birth  Control  Services/Information 

#  Pregnancy  Testing;  Options  Counseling  &  Referral 

#  Testing  and  Treatment  for  Sexually  Transmitted  Infections 


We  offer  a  sliding  fee  scale  and 
accept  Tufts  and  Mass  Health 


CALL  TODAY! 
(978)  345-6272 


Pro  Health  is  a  Division  of  the  Montachusett  Opportunity  Council,  Inc. 


by  Lisa  Pierce 

One  woman  in  three  will  be  raped 
in  her  lifetime.  Of  those  who  are 
raped,  60%  will  experience  post- 
traumatic stress  disorder  and  16  % 
will  still  suffer  emotional  problems 
fifteen  years  after  the  rape.  These 
facts,  provided  by  the  Los  Angeles 
Commission  on  Assaults  Against 
Women  and  the  HRS  Rape  Aware- 
ness program  in  Tallahassee,  Fla., 
support  the  contention  that  victims 
of  rape  need  help  in  healing  from 
this  terrible  experience. 

One  source  of  help  for  local 
women  is  the  Rape  Crisis  Center  of 
Central  Massachusetts,  which  has 
offices  in  Fitchburg  and  Worcester. 
At  the  Rape  Crisis  Center,  the  word 
"survivor"  is  used  instead  of  "vic- 
tim" to  describe  someone  who  has 


PS'* 


9 

been  raped  or  sexually  abused, 
underlining  the  woman's  strength 
and  her  capacity  for  healing.  The 
services  are  based  on  a  philosophy 
of  empowerment  and  they  recognize 
that  rape  is  a  violent  crime  driven  by 
the  need  for  power  that  is  never  the 
survivor 's 
fault.  The  Rape 
Crisis  Center's 
counselors  help 
survivors 
regain  a  sense 
of  control  over 
their  lives.  The 
center  has  a  24- 
hour  telephone 

hotline  and  also  offers  face-to-face 
counseling,  support  groups  and  fam- 
ily counseling. 

Janelle  Brizee,  a  rape  crisis  coun- 
selor at  the  Fitchburg  office,  says 


that  the  most  important  thing  coun- 
selors can  do  is  to  normalize  sur- 
vivors' feelings.  The  counselors  first 
try  to  make  the  survivors  feel  safe, 
and  then  go  through  the  steps  they 
should  take  after  being  raped.  Many 
people  like  the  fact  that  the  hotline  is 
anonymous, 
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because  it 

makes  them 
feel  more  com- 
fortable talking 
about  their 
trauma,  Brizee 
said.  The  sur- 
vivors tend  to 
use  the  hotline 
as  a  means  of  temporary  relief 
before  seeking  professional  help,  or 
to  supplement  therapy  when  it's  late 
at  night  and  they  can't  talk  to  their 
own  doctor,  she  said.  Survivors  who 


call  the  hotline  typically  display 
fear,  anxiety  and  stress.  Although 
the  counselors  can't  make  these 
feelings  go  away,  they  can  suggest 
relaxation  techniques  to  help  the 
callers  cope. 

There  are  various  categories  of 
rape;  date  rape,  stranger  rape, 
acquaintance  rape,  marital  rape  and 
incest.  Brizee  says  counselors  are 
trained  in  different  techniques  to 
help  survivors  of  each  type. 

Brizee  said  there  are  several  steps 
counselors  go  through  to  help  rape 
survivors.  The  first  step  is  to  recom- 
mend that  survivors  seek  medical 
attention.  The  Crisis  Center  often 
receives  calls  from  hospitals  when 
rape  survivors  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  speak  to  someone,  she  said. 
Counselors  often  go  to  the  hospital 
Continued  on  page  11 
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by  Lisa  Pierce 

I  can't  help  but  laugh  as  I  am  greeted  by  Matt  Pierce  in  the  living  room 
of  his  Northampton  apartment.  The  lead  singer  and  guitarist  of  the  Unband 
is  wearing  tight  black  leather  pants,  a  belt  that  looks  like  a  seatbelt,  and  a 
fitted  tee-shirt  with  an  "ad"  for  crack. 

He  offers  me  a  drink  and  I  politely  decline  as  it  isn't  even  noon  yet.  He 
sits  down  on  the  beat-up,  green  corduroy  couch  with  his  Bloody  Mary  and 
tells  me  to  fire  away.  As  I  bombard  him  with  questions,  I  can  see  that  he 
doesn't  really  like  to  talk  about  himself.  He's  a  laid-back  guy  who  simply 

loves  to  play  music. 

That  love  of  music  has  started  to 
pay  off  for  Pierce  and  his  band- 
mates.  This  past  summer  they  toured 
with  Def  Leppard,  and  also  scored  a 
spot  on  the  soundtrack  for  "Scary 
Movie."  Not  bad  for  three  guys  who 
started  as  a  high  school  garage  band. 
Pierce  and  fellow  band  members, 
Mike  Ruffino  and  Eugene  Ferrari, 
participated  in  their  school's  Battle 
of  the  Bands  and  played  a  few  par- 
ties, but  didn't  really  start  to  take  off 
until  1994. 

They  found  fame  in  an  offbeat 
way,  getting  their  names  in  the 
newspapers  after  being  arrested  dur- 
ing a  gig.  Ferrari,  the  drummer,  was 
playing  naked,  which  was  initially 
what  brought  the  police  to  the  bar.  It  wasn't  until  Pierce  mooned  one  of  the 
officers  that  they  were  yanked  offstage  and  thrown  into  the  slammer.  "For 
us,  this  was  the  beginning  of  legitimacy,"  Pierce  said.  "Our  main  goal  was 
to  become  as  well  known  as  we  possibly  could." 

Not  long  after  this  first  brush  with  fame,  the  band  members  set  out  to 
make  their  first  CD,  "Chung  Wayne  Lomein."  They  scraped  together 

Continued  on  page  12 
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The  AmeriCulture  Arts  Festival  will  hold 
auditions  for  its  2002  season  of  plays  on 
Thursday,  April  5,  from  6  to  10  p.m.,  and  o 
Saturday,  April  7,  from  2  to  6  p.m.  in  the  Con 
Ion  Music  Building  on  the  corner  of  North  and 
Ross  streets,  Fitchburg  State  College. 

Audition  slots  are  5  minutes  each,  and  will 
consist  of  two  pre- 
pared contemporary 
monologues,  if  possi- 
ble; or  cold  readings 
from  the  script. 

The  season  includes 
"The  Shadow  Box"  by 
Michael  Christofer, 
"Our  Town"  by 
Thornton  Wilder, 
"Crimes  of  the  Heart" 
by  Beth  Henley,  and 
"The  Glass  Menagerie"  by  Tennessee 
Williams.  Call  665-3547  or  665-3536  to 
schedule  an  audition. 
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THE  W»*£ 


by  Tha  DefScribe 

Hello,  hello  ...  is  there  anybody  out  there, 
anyone  at  all?  Goddamn  is  this  thing  working?  It 
must  be,  or  you  wouldn't  be  reading  this  right 
now,  but  sometimes  I  wonder.  Welcome  friends, 
to  The  Wire,  the  newest  column  to  join  the  Point 
family.  It  is  manned  solely  by  yours  truly,  Tha 
DefScribe  and  it  is  meant  to  be  an  overview  of 
on-campus  activities  as  well  as  a  guide  through 
the  world  of  gatherings,  happenings,  events  and 
other  things  off  campus  worth  shelling  out  some 
gas  money  for  and  checking  out. 

To  begin  with  let's  start  small  and  more  local- 
ly I  don't  want  to  over-stimulate  my  public  right 
off  the  bat.  Fitchburg  State  is  as  usual,  hosting  its 
wide  variety  of  interesting,  culturally  significant 
events.  Here  is  what  is  in  store. 

For  those  students  interested,  applications  for 
Summer  Bridge  employment  are  available  now  at 
the  information  desk  in  the  Hammond  Center. 
This  employment  includes  room  and  board  for 
the  summer  and  a  meal  plan.  Applications  are 
due  back  by  March  5,  so  get  up,  get  out  and  get 
yourself  some. 

Moving  along,  if  summer  employment  didn't 
get  your  blood  pumping  and  possibly  that  vein 
above  your  head  twitching,  the  Black  Student 
Union  is  poppin'  off  and  holdin'  it  down  for  all 
the  fashionable  freakniks  who  want  to  strut  there 

stuff  in  style.     The  3r(i  Annual  Black  Student 


RED  MEAT 


Union  Fashion  Talent  Show  is  coming  up  on 
March  29.  The  show  starts  at  7:30  pm  in  the 
McKay  auditorium  and  we  all  hope  to  see  much 
love  and  support,  peace. 

On  the  local  music  front,  fan  favorites  The 
Furies  break  east.  The  four  piece  combo  fronted 
by  the  lusiouc  and  juicy  Sarah  Fruit  will  be  play- 
ing at  TT  the  Bear's  in  Cambridge  Tuesday, 
March  27th. 

Stopping  quickly  in  hipsville,  it  should  be 
noted  that  Eric  Thomas  and  company  are  present- 
ing another  in  their  ongoing  series  of  open  mic 
poetry  slams.  This  one  takes  place  at  Cool  Beans 
in  Worcester  on  March  30  and  features  Shane 
Koyczan,  individual  champion  at  National  Poetry 
Slam  2000. 

On  a  side  note,  this  informative  column  is  to 
keep  FSC  students  up  to  date  on  stuff  to  do 
besides  watch  Road  Trip  on  the  student  movie 
network  for  the  fiftieth  time  (although  I  have  to 
admit,  it's  still  funny,  "Unleash  the  fury  Mitch!") 
If  anyone  wishes  to  give  light  of  exposure  to  an 
event  going  on  ANYWHERE  then  please  feel 
free  to  contact  me  and  with  some  communication 
we  can  make  this  experiment  a  success.  All  event 
info  can  be  e-mailed  to  Defscribe@aol.com  or 
Point@FSC.edu.  Be  sure  to  include  times,  dates 
and  covers  where  appropriate.  That  wraps  it  up 
for  this  week,  but  be  sure,  this  is  just  a  trial  run,  a 
warm  up  so  to  speak.  Next  week,  more  for  you 
from  the  pulse  of  campus  and  beyond. 


Okay,  Jormny...teo  dollars  if  you  help  roe 
move  this  old  trailer  from  the  back  alley 
to  the  front  yard.  Think  you  can  handle  it? 


•••TRUE  CRIME. •• 

A  FOR  EFFORT 

Vandals  of  a  church  in  St.  Ann,  MI  were  easily 
apprehended  after  they  left  distinct  sneaker 
tracks  and  handprints  in  the  building  as  well  as 
their  report  cards. 

EXTREME  JOB  SECURITY 

A  firefighter  in  the  Austrian  village  of  St.  Geor- 
gen  an  der  Gusen  was  arrested  arson  after  it  was 
discovered  he  deliberately  set  13  fires,including 
his  own  home. 

SHOTGUN  TODDING 

After  Hout  Sitha  of  Cambodia  was  rejected  as  a 
suitor  for  the  daughter  of  Nha  Thavy,  he  returned 
to  the  house  with  an  AK-47  asault  rifle  and  a 
bucket  of  gasoline.  For  nearly  three  hours  he 
threatened  to  shoot  them  and  burn  the  house 
down  unless  the  family  gave  him  permision  to 
marry.  Police  attempts  to  resolve  the  issue  failed, 
but  Sitha  was  talked  out  of  thehouse  after  a  mar- 
riage agreement  was  worked  out  with  the  family. 

AND  THE  WILE  E  COTOTE 
AWARD  GOES  TO... 

After  hijacking  a  Philippine  Airlines  jet  and  rob- 
bing the  passengers  and  crew,  August  Lakandula 
ordered  the  pilot  to  descend  to  6,000  feet  and 
jumped  using  a  homemade  parachute.  The  chute 
promptly  fell  off  and  Lakandula  plummeted  to 
his  death. 


nibbled  to  death  by  marmosets 


from  the  secret  files  of 

Max  cannon 


So  did  you  want  to  hook  it  up  to  my  car 
Of  yours?  I  tWf*  yours  might  be  better 
since  my  car  doesn't  have  a  trader  hitch. 


Ha-ha!  We  wool  be  using  a  car.  You'll 
manually  put)  it  while  I... uh,  "supervise: 


Gosh,  Ted  ..That's  a  heavy  trailer.  I  don't 
know  if  I'm  strong  enough  to  move  rt. 


Nonsense.  You'd  be  surprised  at  what 
you  can  do  while  you're  being  flogged. 
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OUTCAST,  UNCLEAN... 


EYE  OF  THE  BEHOLDER 


O  PETER  KUPER  wvrw.petericuper.co<» 


by  Sharlene  Gugarty 

The  future  is  now.  Worldwide 
communication  is  virtually  instanta- 
neous. Isolated  individual  ideolo- 
gies have  given  way  to  a  sense  of 
global  community.  Human  right 
violators  are  subjected  to  sanctions 
and  vilification  on  an  unprecedented 
scale.  A  new  era  of  enlightenment  is 
here  and  all  are  free  to  enjoy  their 
individuality.  Aren't  they? 

The  hypocrisy  of  the  enlightened, 
politically  correct  world  of  today  is 
the  focus  of  "Lepers,"  a  one-act  play 
by  Robert  Berone  that  was  recently 
presented  by  students  of  the  Indus- 
trial Arts/Theater  Technology  pro- 
gram under  the  direction  of  Cap 
Corduan.  Staged  in  P 
the  absurdist  style, 
the  play  presents  the  T 
current  lepers  of  our  * 
society:  the  homo-  J 
sexuals,  the  mental-  *■ 
ly  ill,  the  obese,  and 
those  whom  society 
deems  to  be  "less 
than." 

"We  serve  a  pur- 
pose. As  long  as 
there  are  people  on 
earth,  there  will  be 
lepers,"says  Martha, 
a  faceless  leper 
resigned  to  her  fate 
of  imprisonment  and  banishment  by 
an  equally  faceless  society. 

"We've  got  to  stop  labeling  peo- 
ple. We  have  to  educate  the  people 
instead,"  said  Corduan.  "These 
things  are  still  going  on,"  she  said, 
referring  to  the  assumptions  we 
make  about  other  people,  often  with 
disastrous  results. 

"It  happens  and  it  is  hurtful  to  a 
great  deal  of  people."  Speaking  of 
her  own  life,  Corduan  continued,  "I 
am  a  woman  who  happens  to  be 
masculine,  but  I'm  not  gay.  I'm  a 
carpenter,  not  something  a  woman  is 
associated  with  being."  When  Cord- 
uan came  across  this  play,  she 
thought  of  her  own  experience  and 
of  the  hopes  she  holds  for  her 
nephew  whom  she  says  is  already 
exhibiting  traits  that  could  cause 
him  to  be  labeled  in  the  future.  The 


production  is  dedicated  to  them. 

The  masked  lepers  in  the  play 
have  no  faces,  just  as  society  tends 
to  see  its  outcasts  as  faceless  masses 
without  individual  rights  and  needs. 
These  outcasts  live  in  a  world 
devoid  of  comfort  and  human  con- 
tact. They  interact  only  with  each 
other  while  The  Observer,  the  face- 
less, omnipresent  "Big  Brother"  of 
society  constantly  paces  in  the  back- 
ground. Their  world  is  centered  on  a 
bell,  the  sound  of  which  both  thrills 
and  terrifies.  It  thrills  because  it  sig- 
nals food  for  the  day,  a  piece  of 
bread  for  each.  It  terrifies  because  it 
may  signal  the  removal  of  one  of  the 
lepers  to  an  unknown  fate. 

When  Ellen,  a  newly  identified 
*  leper,        questions 
why  this  is  her  fate, 
there        are        no 
answers.  The 

Observer  offers  no 
explanation.  He  is 
just  following 

orders.  Like  so 
many  in  the  mili- 
tary, he  hates  what 
he  has  to  do,  and 
yet  it  is  his  duty  to 
perform.  He,  too,  is 
imprisoned  by  soci- 
ety like  the  lepers 
he  guards.  Only 
Hope,  a  child  who 
appears  throughout  the  play,  is  inno- 
cent and  apart  from  the  action.  She 
is  the  true  observer.  As  her  name 
implies,  she  is  the  future. 

Powerful  performances  by 
Danielle  Desmarais,  Nick  Fadden 
and  Caitlin  Hurd  combined  with  the 
stark,  prisonlike  setting  convey  the 
overwhelming  sense  of  entrapment 
felt  by  lepers  and  watcher  alike.  The 
lighting,  a  single  ray  of  hope  casts 
shadows  of  a  barred  window  on  the 
hand-hewn  bench  the  lepers  share. 
All  is  desolation. 

"Lepers"  is  a  hard-hitting  social 
commentary  that  forces  the  audi- 
ence to  be  involved.  Sitting  placidly 
in  your  seat,  just  another  Observer, 
is  not  an  option.  Just  as  in  life,  the 
play  makes  everyone  part  of  the 
solution  or  part  of  the  problem. 
Which  are  you  part  of? 


Sneak  Previews 

On  February  23  a  delegation  of 
12  students  and  advisors  from  SGA 
and  the  Programs  Committee  trav- 
eled to  Nashville,  Tennessee  for  the 
annual  conference  of  the  National 
Association  for  Campus  Activities. 

They  joined  more  than  2500  rep- 
resentatives from  800  college  and 
universities  from  across  the  country 
for  a  three-day  series  of  seminars 
and  entertainment  showcases.  The 
goal  of  the  trip  was  to  discuss  stu- 
dent government  and  campus  pro- 
gram issues  and  to  arrange  for  the 
lecturers,  comedians,  films  and 
musicians  appearing  at  FSC  in  the 
2001-2002  school  year. 

FSC  has  a  history  of  bringing 
quality  entertainment  not  only  for 
its  students,  but  also  for  the  resi- 
dents of  Fitchburg  and  surrounding 
towns.  Past  NACA  award  winners 
to  appear  at  FSC  include  musician 
Livingston  Taylor,  mentalist  Craig 
Karges,  ventriloquist  Taylor  Mason 
and  comedian  Buzz  Sutherland. 

While  some  private  colleges  have 
a  captive  audience  of  on-campus 
students,  public  colleges  like  FSC 
often  find  they  need  to  have  estab- 
lished name  entertainers  and  themes 
to  lure  their  students  back  after 
hours  and  to  attract  community 
members  to  campus.  Paula  Pound- 
stone's  recent  appearance  is  positive 
proof  this  formula  works. 

Matt  Rivard,  SGA  Treasurer  and 
conference  participant,  promises  the 
quality  campus  entertainment  will 
continue.  Unable  to  cite  many 
specifics  due  to  pending  contractual 
arrangements,  Rivard  did  say  the 
year  would  offer,  "a  good  mix." 

There  will  be  a  return  of  the 
drive-in  movie  on  the  quad  (either 
the  sequel  to  "The  Mummy"  or 
"Jurassic  Park  III."  Other  films  will 
follow  during  the  year  including 
"Almost  Famous"  with  Academy 
Award  nominee  Kate  Hudson  and 
Sean  Connery's  latest  film,  "Find- 
ing Forrester"  in  addition  to  a  vari- 
ety of  independent  films. 

The  annual  FalconFest,  October 
12  -  13,  will  feature  a  1960s  theme. 
Plans  are  underway  for  the  return  of 
Barry  Drake's  History  of  Rock  and 
Roll  and  1964  The  Beatles  Tribute 
in  addition  to  the  traditional  parade 
and  family  events. 


nocturnal  transmissions: 


brooking  up  i/  eci/y,  to  do... 


by  Tess  Rhonda  Luhrcott 


You  know,  you  think  you  know  someone.  There's  this  certain  cou- 
ple, and  they've  always  seemed  so  happy,  y'know?  They  go  places  togeth- 
er, they've  worked  together  in  the  past,  and  they've  always  seemed  to  enjoy 
each  other's  company.  They've  been  mar- 
ried for  over  ten  years;  they  have  children 
together  for  God's  sake.  How  could  this 
happen?  How  can  they  be  separating?  How 
can  Tom  and  Nicole  do  this  to  me? 
Okay... okay...  yes,  I  am  talking  about  Tom 
Cruise  and  Nicole  Kidman,  but  seriously,  I 
am  very  hurt. 

People  have  often  compared  my 
boyfriend  Joe  and  I  to  the  Cruises,  although, 
admittedly,  it's  really  not  as  good  as  it 
sounds.  It's  really  just  because  I'm  pale  and 
have  reddish  brown  hair,  and  happen  to  be 
taller  than  Joe,  who  has  dark  hair  and  has 
been  mistaken  for  being  gay. 

My  gay  friend  Sean  swears  he  got  a 
vibe  or  a  look  once  or  something,  but  what- 
ever. Since  befriending  Sean  I've  developed 
my  gaydar,  and  I'm  telling  you,  Joe  is  not 
gay;  he  just  likes  attention.  Anyway,  Joe  has 
never  liked  the  comparison  very  much,  for 
obvious  reasons,  but  I  don't  mind  because, 
hell,  I'd  kill  to  have  Nicole's  peaches  n' 
cream  complexion. 

Speaking  of  skin,  is  anyone  else  get- 
ting tired  of  the  "drink  lots  of  water"  secret 
for  great  skin.  I  really  can't  fathom  drinking 
8  to  1 0  glasses  of  water  a  day.  I  am  really 
not  that  fond  of  bathrooms.  I  don't  want  to 
spend  any  more  time  there  than  I  already  do. 

In  any  case,  all  these  celebrity  break- 
ups have  not  been  easy  on  Joe,  because 
whenever  one  occurs  I  tend  to  analyze  our 
relationship  and  all  the  correlations  between 
us  and  them.  When  Ellen  Degeneres  and 
Anne  Heche  broke  up,  I  really  began  to 
question  whether  Joe  might  pull  an  "Anne" 
in  reverse.  Maybe  Joe  was  actually  gay,  but 
he  just  loved  me  so  much  he  thought  he 
could  be  straight.  With  that  confusion  run- 
ning through  my  mind,  I  pushed  for  more 
details  on  Joe's  friendship  with  Steve,  his 
best  friend  since  Kindergarten.  Steve  is  that 
obnoxiously  school-spirited  type  who  hugs  everyone.  I  mean,  they've  gone 
camping  together;  they've  played  together  on  the  basketball  team  hence 
they've  showered  together.  What  can  I  say,  it  seemed  possible,  but  maybe 
I  did  jump  to  conclusions. 

Now,  when  I  heard  about  Kim  Basinger  and  Alec  Baldwin  divorc- 
ing, I  had  to  pose  some  questions  to  Joe  like,  "If  I  won  an  Oscar,  and  your 
career  was  drowning,  how  would  you  feel?"  This  was  received  with  a 
blank  stare.  Obviously  the  Meg  Ryan/Dennis  Quaid  separation  was  a  major 


moment  for  me  as  well.  Dennis  reportedly  had  cheated  on  Meg,  and  so  sud- 
denly I  found  myself  stalking  Joe.  You  know,  creepy  fatal  attraction  stuff 
like  checking  his.pockets  for  Victoria's  Secret  receipts,  and  marking  the 
level  on  the  lube  bottle. 

In  the  end  it  was  Joe  who  confronted  me,  after  he  saw  me  talking  to 

this  guy  Chris  in  the  library.  I  carefully 
explained  to  Joe  that  this  idiosyncratic 
behavior  of  personalizing  celebrities  rela- 
tionships was  my  idiosyncratic  behavior, 
and  not  his,  and  that  after  all,  if  I  was  like 
Meg  Ryan,  then  Joe  was  more  like  my  Rus- 
sell Crowe. 

I  regret  that  comment  now,  because, 
unfortunately,  it  was  proven  all  too  true. 
After  all  our  ups  and  downs  over  the  last 
few  months,  in  the  end,  we  talked,  we  cried, 
and  we  broke  up,  just  like  Meg  and  Russell. 
In  the  end  I  said  to  Joe,  "If  J.  Lo  and  Puffy 
couldn't  make  it,  we  didn't  stand  a  chance." 
And  so  here  I  am.  I'm  okay  really, 
but  I've  found  myself  searching  for  that  per- 
fect model  of  relationship  bliss.  So  who  has 
it?  This  is  what  I've  found. 

The  first  couple  I  considered  was  Car- 
son Daly  and  Tara  Reid.  Then  I  blinked,  and 
realized  they  should  be  putting  divorce 
lawyers  on  retainer  now  to  get  ahead  of 
things.  He's  so  engorged  with  fame.  Girls, 
have  you  looked  at  him  closely,  he's  not  that 
attractive,  but  the  MTV  sheen  blinds  us,  and 
she  seems  sweet,  but  we  all  know  how  this 
song  goes.  She'll  be  smoking  another 
sausage  soon  enough. 

Next  I  considered  Drew  Barrymore  and 
Tom  Green.  She  is  just  far  too  evolved  for 
us  common  folk,  I  mean  how  many  of  you 
were  in  rehab  at  what,  thirteen?  Exactly. 
She's  matured  to  the  point  where  she  can  be 
happy  with  a  manic,  off-beat  goofball.  But 
don't  forget,  she  was  the  one  that  backed  out 
of  the  Saturday  Night  Live  wedding.  I'm 
not  sure  what  that  means  actually. 

Finally,  in  flipping  through  an  old 
Jane  magazine,  I  found  it.  Julianne  Moore 
has  the  answer.  She's  never  married,  but 
about  four  years  ago,  she  signed  on  to  act  in 
The  Myth  of  Fingerprints,  directed  by  Bart 
Freundlich.  He  was  ten  years  younger  than 
her,  gorgeous,  and  available.  They  fell  in  love,  and  now  have  an  adorable 
three  year  old  son.  They  are  still  together,  and  now  he's  written  a  starring 
role  for  her  in  his  next  film.  Sounds  like  a  winning  combination  to  me.  Per- 
haps marriage  is  really  overrated,  maybe  I  could  be  happy  in  a  Goldie 
Hawn-Kurt  Russell-esqe  kinda  thing.  Maybe  Julianne  Moore  does  have  the 
best  of  everything.  Then  again,  I  have  always  dreamed  of  my  wedding  day. 
I  suppose,  there's  always  Billy  Bob  Thornton  and  Angelina  Jolie.  Right? 
Uh. . .  well. .  .never  mind. . . 


BIG  LOANS, 
BIG  PROBLEMS 
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www.pirg.org.  In  addition  to  the  recommendations  for  consumers,  it  is  also 
recommended  that  policy  makers  take  much  more  aggressive  action  to  pro- 
vide relief  for  student  borrowers. 

Three  recommendations  for  policy  makers  as  a  way  to  put  a  lid  on  stu- 
dent debt:  provide  more  need-based  grant  aid  for  students,  reduce  the  cost 
of  student  loans,  provide  good  consumer  information  and  flexible  repay- 
ment options. 

Over  the  last  five  years,  Congress  has  stepped  up  its  support  for  the  Pell 
Grant  program,  but  more  must  be  done  to  return  the  Pell  Grant  to  its  former 
role.  The  Student  Aid  Alliance  has  proposed  a  $600  increase  in  the  maxi- 
mum Pell  grant  for  the  2002  budget.  President  Bush  has  already  proposed 
$1  billion  in  new  spending  for  Pell  Grants,  which  is  a  good  start,  but  still 
leaves  some  work  for  the  Congress  to  do. 

Secondly,  there  are  several  ways  loans  could  be  made  cheaper.  One 
immediate  opportunity  to  help  ease  student  debt  is  the  proposal  by  Senator 
Snowe  of  Maine  and  Congressman  Foley  of  Florida.  Their  bills  would 
expand  the  existing  deduction  for  interest  on  student  loans  to  provide  a  tax 
credit  for  up  to  $  1 ,500  of  interest  paid.  This  credit  would  allow  the  typical 
borrower  to  receive  a  credit  for  the  interest  payments  made  during  the  year. 
The  credit  provides  significantly  more  relief  than  the  deduction  and  the 
increased  benefit  is  delivered  more  to  lower  income  borrowers. 

.  MassPIRG  is  working  in  coalition  with  the  American  Council  on  Edu- 
cation, the  American  Association  of  State  Colleges  and  Universities,  the 
U.S.  Student  Association  and  the  National  Association  of  Graduate  and 
Professional  Students  to  win  passage  of  this  legislation  as  a  part  of  the  Con- 
gress' plans  for  tax  relief. 

The  third  recommendation  is  to  maintain  the  flexible  repayment  options 
and  to  increase  awareness  about  the  terms  and  conditions  of  student  loans 
and  how  to  best  manage  debt;  specifically,  more  and  ongoing  consumer 
education  during  the  admissions  process  and  during  the  first  year  of  col- 
lege. We  do  want  to  make  clear  though  that  more  consumer  information 
should  not  be  an  excuse  for  forcing  students  to  take  out  more  and  more 
loans  to  pay  for  college. 

One  final  cautionary  note:  Some  institutions  and  some  in  the  lending 
industry  have  suggested  that  we  need  to  increase  the  limits  on  how  much 
students  can  borrow.  Ironically  enough,  they  have  suggested  that  this  is 
most  important  for  1st  and  2nd  year  students,  where  the  borrowing  limits 
are  lower.  One  thing  that  is  very  clear  from  this  report  is  that  bigger  loans 
cause  bigger  problems.  Congress  has  many  options  at  its  disposal  for  how 
to  provide  greater  assistance  to  students  without  putting  them  deeper  in  to 
debt.  Contact  your  representatives  as  soon  as  possible  and  inform  them  on 
the  above  information. 
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at  the  request  of  survivors,  she  said,  and  they  will  stay  during  the  physical 
examination  if  they  are  asked.  Counselors  will  explain  why  things  are  being 
done  during  the  exam,  beyond  what  the  hospital  staff  might  say.  They  also 
let  the  survivors  know  that  they  can  stop  the  exam  at  any  time;  what's  most 
important  is  that  they  feel  comfortable.  Counselors  will  also  accompany 
survivors  during  police  questioning  when  charges  are  being  pressed  against 
their  attacker.  The  counselor's  main  role  is  as  an  advocate  for  the  survivor, 
so  she  knows  someone  is  on  her  side. 

The  counselors  also  recommend  that  survivors  receive  baseline  test- 
ing, which  is  an  HIV  test  that  determines  whether  a  woman  had  been  infect- 
ed with  the  virus  prior  to  being  raped.  They  advise  this  so  HIV  status  can't 
be  used  against  the  woman  if  she  ends  up  in  court,  Brizee  said. 

The  next  step  the  counselors  take  is  to  inform  the  survivors  of  the  vari- 
ety of  mental-health  services  available.  Counselors  will  answer  survivors' 
questions  and  help  them  anticipate  what  will  happen  in  court. 

Psychologically  and  emotionally,  most  rape  survivors  can  expect  to  go 
through  several  stages  as  part  of  an  overall  healing  process.  Acording  to 
Brizee,  some  of  these  stages  include: 

The  Decision  to  Heal.  Once  the  survivor  has  recognized  the  effects  her 
ordeal  has  had  on  her  life,  she  must  make  an  active  commitment  to  heal. 
Deep  healing  happens  only  when  the  survivor  chooses  and  is  willing  to 
change. 

Remembering.  Many  survivors  suppress  all  memories  of  what  happened 
to  them  as  children.  Those  who  do  not  forget  the  actual  incidents  may  for- 
get the  feelings  they  had  at  the  time.  Remembering  is  the  process  of  getting 
back  both  memory  and  feeling. 

Grieving  and  Mourning.  Grieving  is  a  way  to  honor  the  pain,  let  go  of 
it,  and  move  on. 

Anger.  Anger  can  be  a  powerful  and  liberating  force.  Directing  their  rage 
squarely  at  their  abusers,  and  at  those  who  didn't  protect  them,  can  be  piv- 
otal to  survivors'  healing. 

Resolution.  Eventually,  the  survivor's  feelings  and  perspectives  will  sta- 
bilize. She  will  come  to  terms  with  her  abuser  and  other  family  members. 
While  this  doesn't  erase  history,  it  does  help  bring  about  deep  and  lasting 
changes. 

These  personal  stages  are  the  most  important  part  of  the  healing 
process  for  rape  survivors.  After  going  through  these  stages,  they  can  start 
to  put  the  trauma  behind  them  and  move  on  with  their  lives  in  a  productive 
manner,  Brizee  said. 

The  Rape  Crisis  Center  is  located  at  275  Nichols  Road  in  Fitchburg  and 
can  be  contacted  24  hours  a  day  at  (978)  343-5683  or  (800)  870-5905. 


by  Derek  Moretti 

Every  year  around  this  time  stu- 
dios trot  out  their  second  string  fea- 
tures, knowing  everyone's  attention 
will  be  focused  on  the  Oscar  con- 
tenders. This  means  we  get  bom- 
barded with  movies  that  are  less 
than  average.  This  year  is  no  differ- 
ent.Double  Take,  Saving  Silverman, 
Monkey  Bone  and  The  Wedding 
Planner.  The  better  movies  released 
around  the  holidays  are  slowly 
being  pushed  out  to  make  way  for 
these  flops. 

This  forced  me  to  the  video  store 
in  search  of  a  good  movie.  Unfortu- 
nately the  new  release  section  is 


filled  with  the  slough  of  last  autumn. 
So  I  decided  to  go  explore  those 
dusty  cases  filled  with  old  movies. 
My  search  came  to  abrupt  end,  when 
I  came  across  Ocean  s  Eleven. 

Ocean  s  Eleven,  filmed  in  1 960, 
stars  The  Rat  Pack.  For  those  of  you 
who  thought  Swingers  was  an  origi- 
nal concept,  The  Rat  Pack  was  Dean 
Martin,  Sammy  Davis  Jr.,  Joey 
Bishop,  Peter  Lawford,  and  some 
guy  named  Frank  Sinatra. 

Frank  is  the  leader  of  the  group 
(go  figure),  Danny  Ocean,  an  ex- 
paratrooper  who  gathers  his  old 
army  buddies  to  pull  off  the  heist  of 
a  lifetime.  Their  objective  is  to  rob 


five  Las  Vegas  casinos  at  the  same 
time:  midnight  on  New  Years. 

Ocean  s  Eleven  is  a  heist  movie 
that  still  remains  stylish  to  this  day- 
outclasing  the  uncountable  amount 
of  heist  movies  since.  As  to  be 
expected,  there  is  great  music  in  the 
film;  Dino  does  "Ain't  That  a  Kick 
in  the  Head"  and  Sammy  croons  the 


movie's  theme  "E-0  11".  Oceans 
Eleven  is  worth  a  watch  for  retro-hip 
loungesters  and  swingin'  cats  of  all 
persuasions. 

A  remake  starring  George 
Clooney,  Brad  Pitt,  Julia  Roberts 
and  Bill  Murray  is  slated  for  release 
this  Christmas.  If  you  listen  closely, 
you  can  hear  Frank  spin... 


■■■■■  m     -Tin  d  Mk ilfc dl  rtHJMI    iHlTilii  dTil  dBk 

Unband     SKBBBSIBftg 
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enough  cash  to  record  the  CD,  but 
the  band  knew  little  about  distribu- 
tion and  it  was  not  very  successful. 
The  band's  second  CD, 
"Retarder,"  released  in  2000,  was  of 
much  better  quality  and  was  more 
widely  distributed.  Sales  were  bet- 
ter this  time  around  and  the  CD 
received  a  favorable  review  in 
Rolling  Stone  magazine. 

Pierce  says  the  Unband 's  music 
can  best  be  described  as  hard  rock 
and  critics  have  compared  their 
style  to  AC/DC,  Kiss,  and  Motley 
Crue.  Among  his  own  musical 
influences,  Pierce  mentions  the 
Rolling  Stones,  Ozzy  Osbourne, 
and  Chuck  Berry.  "We're  pretty 
much  influenced  by  the  stuff  we 
grew  up  listening  to,"  Pierce  says. 

With  more  exposure,  the  band 
found  more  opportunities.  "In  1998 
we  signed  with  TVT  Records  and 
got  our  CD  out  there.  That  led  to  our 
next  big  break,  a  movie  sound- 
track," Pierce  says. 

The  band  can  be  heard  on  the 
Scary  Movie  soundtrack.  They  used 
a  song  from  "Retarder"  called 
"Everybody  Wants  You,"  a  Billy 
Squire  cover.  The  band  made  a 
video  for  the  track  which  appears  at 
the  end  of  the  VHS  copies  of  the 
film.  Pierce  says  the  quality  of  the 
video  could  be  better,  but  that  the 
experience  of  making  it  was  great. 
"We  had  a  lot  of  fun  making  it.  We 
even  got  Billy  Squire  to  appear  in  it 
because  he's  not  doing  s —  now. 
We'd  definitely  like  to  make  anoth- 
er one  soon,  one  that  is  much  better 
quality,"  Pierce  says. 

Another  big  break  for  the  Unband 
came  when  they  opened  for  Def 
Leppard  on  their  recent  tour  in  the 
US  and  Europe. 

So  what  will  Pierce's  life  be 
like  in  five  or  ten  years?  Without 
hesitation  he  says  that  he'll  be 
"richer,  more  famous,  living  in  a 
nicer  house,  driving  a  nicer  car,  and 
having  people  imitate  me."  He  has 
faith  in  his  band's  ability  to  take 
him  to  that  level.  "We're  not  there 
yet,  but  we've  got  time.  I  mean 
we're  definitely  out  of  the  garage, 
but  we  have  a  long  way  to  go." 


IT'S   8EEN   CLEAR   FOR   SOME   TIME   THAT   GEORGE    W. 
6U5H  1$  NOT  THE   SWIFTEST  ARMADILLO  on  THE 
HIGHWAY...8UT   SINCE    HIS   INAUGURATION,   MANY  IN  THE 
MEDIA  SEEM  DETERMINED  To  GRIT  THEIR  TEETH 
AND  PRETEND  OTHERWISE... 


AS   If  WE   NEEDED  fURTHER   PROOF  Of   HIS   UNQUES- 
TIONED COMPETENCY,    PRESIDENT  BUSH  MET  TODAY 
WITH  VICENTE  fOX~AND  DID  HOT  MISPRONOUNCE 
HIS  NAME1. 


INCREDIBLY,  THE  PRESI-I 
DENT  WORKED  StRAK»*t\ 
THROUGH  His  USUAL 

NAP  TIME— AND  YET 
SHOWED  NO  SIGN  Of 
FATIGUE! 


by  TOM  TOMORROW 


CONSIDER  THE  RECENT  N.Y.  TIMES  EDITORIAL  WHICH-- 
AS  If  PRAISING  A  "SPECIAL"  CHILD—NOTED  THAT  8JSH 
"IS  SMARTER  THAN  SATURDAY  NIGHT  LIVE  GIVES  HIM 
CREDIT  fOR"...AND  COMMENDED  HIM  fOR  DEMONSTRATING 
"THAT   HE   TAKES   THE    PRESIDENCY   SERIOUSLY." 


YOU  MEAN  THE  MOST  POWERFUL  MAN  ON  THE  PLANET 
DOES  NOT  LITERALLY  HAVE  THE  MENTAL  CAPACITY 
Of  A   SEVEN-YEAR-OLD? 


AND  HE  DOESN'T 
VIEW  TH£  JOB  A5 
SOME  SORT  of  t ARK? 


V 


HOW  FOOLISH  WE 
WERE  TO  EVER 
DOUBT  HIM! 


IT'S  THE  SAME  THING  THAT  HAPPENS  WHENEVER  THE 
STOCK  MARKET  TAKES  A  SUDDEN  Div£*.  THE  calm 
VOICES  Of  AUTHORITY  AND  REASON  ATTEMPT  TO  RE- 
ASSURE A  JITTERY  PUBLIC  8T  "TALKING  THE   MARKET  V?".., 


if  WE  ALL  AGREE  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  OUR  INVEST- 
MENTS ARE  WORTH  LOTS  AND  LOTS  Of  MONEY— THEN 
THEY  WILL  8E.«  BUT  IF  ANYONE  HAS  ANY  DOUBTS" 
THEN  THE  MAGIC  SPELL  WILL  BE  BROKEN  AND 
ALL  WILL  6£  LOSft 


IN  THIS   CASE,   THEY  SEEM   TO   f££L   IT  IS   THEIR   RE- 
SPONSIBILITY to  talk  6E0RGE  W.  up— AFTER  All, 
AMERICANS   MUST  HAVE   CONFIDENCE    IN  THEIR   PRES- 
IDENT...EVEN   If  HIS   fAVORlTE   BOOK    IS  "THE   VERY 
HUNGRY   CATERPILLAR"... 


iO  YOU  SEE,  TODAY'S  NUCLEAR  ATTACK  ON  FRANCE 
WAS  NOT  AN  ACCIDENT  AT  AU— 8uT  RATHER,  PART 
Of  THE  PRESIDENT'S  CAREFULLY-CRAFTED,  LONG-RANGE 
FOREIGN  POLICt  STRATEGY! 


**$  AlWAtS 
TXIWKIWG, 
THAT  PRESt. 


HE  TAKES 
THE  WfcSl- 
BCNCY  SER- 
IOUSLYI 


THE  RESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


(THINGS  ARE  LOOKING  6000  ON 
THE  TAX  CUT  FRONT,    MY  IRAQ 
POLICY  AND  THE,  MISSILE  SHIELD. 


